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From the Executive Director
& Board Chair
At the Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa, we aim to create a safe and inclusive space for our
Members to belong, believe and achieve regardless of race, religion, social or economic
status. We tailor our programs in all seven strategically located Clubhouses to support
working families and the communities’ needs, and to give children and youth a supportive
place to experience new opportunities, overcome barriers, build positive relationships and
develop confidence and skills for life. We never fail to be inspired by our Members.
Thanks to generous donor support, in 2017 the Club provided essential after-school,
weekend, and summer programming to 4,500 children and youth across the city’s most
vulnerable communities. Over the year we have hosted more than 100,000 Member visits
resulting in over 250,000 visits to various programs across our four pillars. In November
we broke ground on a $3.8 million dollar rejuvenation of our Police Youth Centre Clubhouse.
As well, our Leaders "4" Life program has been chosen by the Federal Government as one
of the models for the Prime Minister’s New Canada Service Corps. In 2017, we were the
proud recipients of several awards including a United Way Community Builder Award for the
Walk This Way program and two outstanding youth employer awards for inspiring young
workers.
Thanks to our dedicated staff, Board of Directors, volunteers and donors we are able to keep
youth engaged in results-driven programs. We encourage you to become involved with the
BGCO and get to know the Club’s inspiring group of young leaders. On behalf of the children
and youth we serve, thank you for everything you do to help make this possible.
Sincerely,

Colleen Mooney
Executive Director

Stephen Beckta
Board Chair

WHO WE ARE
The Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa has been helping at-risk children and youth across our
city to belong, believe and achieve for nearly 100 years. It has the greatest reach and
impact on at-risk children and youth in the city with 4,500 Members and more than
100,000 visits per year.
The Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa is a registered charity that provides 4,500 children and
youth in seven at-risk neighbourhoods across the city with a safe space during the most
vulnerable hours of the day, and FREE access to life-changing programs in four key
programming pillars that are purposefully designed to drive personal development:
Education; Physical Activity/Healthy Lifestyle; Leadership and Social Skills; and Creative
Arts. The Club also runs Camp Smitty to ensure that every child has the opportunity to
experience summer camp.
After-school and weekend hours are a critical time for youth. That time can represent either
an opportunity to learn and grow through quality after-school programs or be a time of risk
to youth's health and safety. Experts agree that after-school programs offer a healthy and
positive alternative. They keep kids safe, improve academics and help relieve the stresses on
today's working families. They can serve as important intervention strategies for youth.
At the Club, we dream of a community where every child is given the opportunity to succeed
in life, experience a brighter future and be the best that they can be regardless of race,
religion, social or economic status.

EDUCATION
Fostering knowledge-inspired development
and applied learning skills to promote
positive attitudes towards education.
Key programs:
• Homework Club
• Raise the Grade
• Science Programs
• Scholarships
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
50,479 total program visits
86% of Members said the BGCO helped improve
their grades
88% of Members said the BGCO makes them
want to try harder in school
17 scholarships awarded to BGCO Members
Raise the Grade mentorship program continues
to be a leader on a National Level

-

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
&HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
Fostering self-development through constructive
group and individual physical activity that
promote a positive attitude towards physical
well-being.
Key programs:
• Sens Sports and Leadership League
• Nutrition Programs
• Healthy Lifestyle Programs
• Non-competitive Athletic Programs
• Cooking Club
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
171,621+ total program pillar visits
89% of Members said they are learning how to make
healthy choices at the BGCO
95% of Members say I have the opportunity to be
physically active at the BGCO
Sens Sports and Leadership League served over
1,500 Members
Walk This Way program averaged a weekly
attendance of 91 Members and received a United
Way Community Builder Award

LEADERSHIP
&SOCIAL SKILLS
Fostering character building and confidence
through participation in leadership and skill
development activities that promote both
self-actualization and civic responsibility.
Key programs:
• Leaders "4" Life
• Youth Council
• Torch Club/Keystone Club
• Social, Skill-based Activities
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
13,566 total program visits
91% of Members said I want to make the world
a better place
86% of Members said at the BGCO I am given
the opportunity to help others
2,000+ Member volunteer hours to the
community
Leaders "4" Life program was chosen by the
Federal Government as one of the models for
the Prime Minister’s New Canada Service Corps

CREATIVE ARTS
Fostering creative expression and identity
development through active participation in
the arts to promote positive self-attitude.
Key programs:
• Art Now
• Performing Arts
• Visual Arts
• Liberal Arts
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
30,000 total program visits
87% of Members say at the BGCO I can show
others who I am through creativity
81% say at the BGCO I learn to express myself
through creativity
Members received an opportunity of a lifetime
when they performed on stage with Roger
Waters during his sold-out concert in Ottawa
Members at the Don McGahan Clubhouse created
a large-scale wall mural with a local artist
Members performed live at RBC Bluesfest in
partnership with their Be in The Band program

CAMP SMITTY
Opened in 1924 as Camp Minwassin, Camp
Smitty began as a way to get Ottawa youth
outside of the city and into nature for the
summer. Now, 90 years later, the Camp still
meets this goal summer after summer. Located
near Eganville, Ontario on 26 acres along the
shores of Mink Lake, the Boys and Girls Club of
Ottawa-operated Camp runs four 10-day
overnight sessions for children and youth ages
eight to 16 each summer.
2017 HIGHLIGHTS
Camp Smitty was fully-subscribed with over 350
children and youth having the opportunity to
attend camp.

COMMUNITY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Ministry of Child and Youth Services funds
the Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa to run
community support programs. These programs
include the Ottawa Community Youth Diversion
Program (OCYDP) and the Youth Outreach
Worker program (YOW.)
The OCYDP was developed in order to meet the
mandate of the Youth Criminal Justice Act that
young persons aged 12 to 17 years be diverted
from the formal justice system whenever
possible and appropriate. Through the OCYDP,
the young person is provided an opportunity to
avoid further involvement in the justice system,
be held accountable for their actions and reduce
recidivism.
The YOW program connects and refers youth
aged 12 to 21 years and their families to a broad
range of social, recreational, and legal services in
the Ottawa area. The program's priority is to
bridge the gap that exists between youth in the
community and the larger organizations to
which they require access.

MEASURING SUCCESS
The Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa implements an evidence-based framework to ensure
quality programming reaches all of our Members. Programming decisions are made by
evaluating Member feedback, which are measured against eight Development Assets For
Adolescents®*. These assets help influence choices young people make and help them
become caring, responsible, successful adults; support and empowerment; boundaries and
expectations; social competence; positive identity; constructive use of time; positive values
and commitment to learning. Club Members are surveyed regularly to ensure they are
receiving the most effective and efficient support.
HIGH FIVE ACCREDITATION
The Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa is committed to providing quality programming for
children and working towards becoming a HIGH FIVE accredited organization. HIGH FIVE
accreditation is the highest standard of excellence in sport and recreation programs
for children. HIGH FIVE promotes the following five principles of healthy child development
that research says are essential for quality programs: a caring adult; friends; play; mastery;
participation.
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HIGH FIVE assessments
completed across our programs

81%
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BGCO scored 10% higher
than similar organizations
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Members observed
participating in a program
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I feel like I can talk to program
staff if I have a problem

81%
88%
85%
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91%
89%

I feel like I matter at the BGCO

I feel that the BGCO is
concerned with my safety

96%

At the BGCO I have the chance
to meet and make new friends

90%

At the BGCO I can be myself

88%

The BGCO helps me care
about my schoolwork

Program Staff encourage me
to be the best I can be

Being a BGCO Member helps
me feel more confident

At the BGCO I am learning that
my behaviour has an impact
on others and my community

86%

The BGCO has helped me
improve my grades

91%

I want to make the world a
better place

I am learning how to make
healthy choices at the BGCO

2017 General Members Survey

DONORS
1251 Capital Group
Alterna Savings and Credit Union
Arnon Corporation
Avenai
Best Buy Canada
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada
Capital Taxi
Canadian Tire - Jumpstart Charities
Carleton University Students Association
CIBC Wood Gundy
City of Ottawa
CLV Group Inc.
CST Canada Co.
Dentons Canada LLP
District Realty
Dynes Sports Management
Enterprise
Farm Boy
Gap Inc
Halogen Software
Hobin Architecture Incorporated
Horizons Funds
Intact Foundation
IPMS Ottawa
Jays Care Foundation
Joyce Family Foundation
Leacross Foundation
Lift Foundation
Lixar IT
Loblaws

Lowes Canada
Mark Motors of Ottawa
Maurice Price Foundation
Mealshare
Merkburn Holdings Limited
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
Minto Group Inc.
Morguard Investments Ltd
Motorsport Club of Ottawa
Myers Hyundai
Ottawa Boys Club Foundation
Ottawa Community Foundation
Ottawa Dragon Boat Foundation
Ottawa Muslim Association
Ottawa Senators Foundation
Rainbow Foods
RBC Foundation
Robertson Martin Architects
Ron Eastern Construction
Scotiabank
Sears Canada Inc.
Tim Hortons
Smart Living Properties
Sprott Asset Management
Stantec
Taggart Parkes Foundation
Takyan Consulting and Development Inc.
TD Bank Financial Group
The MATT Foundation
The Properties Group
Tomlinson Family Foundation
United Way/Centraide Ottawa
Versaterm Inc.

VOLUNTEERS
Algonquin College
Alterna Savings + Credit Union
Amsted Design-Build
Ashbury College
Capital City Chorus
Carleton University
Desjardins
Disney Store
Elmwood School
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
GAP/Old Navy
Health Canada
Home Depot
Lixar I.T. Inc.
Lowes
Ottawa Police Services
RCMP
Rogers Group of Companies
Scouts Canada
Shopify
Stantec
TD Bank
TELUS
University of Ottawa
WestJet

LEADERSHIP
2017 Board of Directors
Stephen Beckta, Chair
Mark Groper, Treasurer
Jane Bachynski, Secretary
Deputy Chief Steve Bell
Roberto Campagna
Brittany Forsyth
Sean Lundy
Graham Macmillan
Teresa Marques
Robyn Osgood
Meredithe Rechan
Trevor Szutu
Darcy Walsh
Michael Wilson
Gary Zed

2017 Executive Team
Colleen Mooney, Executive Director
Adam Joiner, Director of Programs
Jennifer Baca, Director of Advancement

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
United Way
10%

Prov. of Ontario
18%

2017
REVENUE

Fundraising
55%

City of Ottawa
5%
Other
12%

Fundraising
8%
Administration
9%

DISTRIBUTION
OF FUNDS

Program Delivery
83%

Program Delivery
83%

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 2017
2017
$5,118
5,067

Revenue
Expenditures
Revenue less
51
Expenditures
Depreciation
279
Surplus (Deficit) (228)

2016
$5,023
4,728

2015
$4,876
4,480

295

396

281
14

249
147

www.bgcottawa.org
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